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Philadelphia, PA (Philadelphia Water Dept. &
Community Nonprofits)

Philadelphia’s Lea Elementary rain garden (West Philly) demonstrates integrating fruiting shrubs into
stormwater beds. The City’s RainCheck program (PWD/PHS) reimburses homeowners for rain gardens (and
provides free rain barrels) ' . Guidelines call for weekly watering in the first 2-3 months and regular
weeding/pruning 2 . (RainCheck is funded by stormwater fees from Philadelphia’s Water Dept 1 .)
However, PWD explicitly discourages edibles in rain gardens - warning of contaminants and requiring soil
testing if produce is grown 3 . Despite this, nonprofits like Philadelphia Orchard Project have piloted edible
plantings (blueberries, pawpaws, chokeberries, etc.) in school rain gardens 4 . In practice, maintenance
falls to participating homeowners, nonprofits (like POP) or school staff: tasks include watering young
plantings, replacing mulch each fall, removing weeds, and harvesting fruit. Challenges include soil
pollution risk (lead or runoff), pest pressure on fruit crops, and ensuring volunteers or staff consistently
tend the garden over time. Philadelphia’s experience highlights that edible rain gardens need clear
stewardship plans and safety precautions (e.g. regular soil tests) 3 .

Seattle, WA (City Rebates & Community Gardens)

Seattle’'s Beacon Food Forest, a large public foodscape, is maintained by volunteers under a nonprofit
(Food Forest Collective) with city support 5 . Seattle’s RainWise program provides utility-funded rebates to
private landowners for rain gardens (typical rebate ~$4,740 per project) 6 . In effect, Seattle pays much of
installation cost, while maintenance is community-driven. City-run P-Patch gardens also demonstrate scale
and engagement: in 2024 Seattle’s 90 P-Patches (community farms/gardens) donated 42,037 pounds of
pesticide-free produce to local food banks 7 , reflecting thousands of volunteer hours. Like RainWise
installations, edible plantings in Seattle’s projects are usually on private or nonprofit land, managed by
residents. This model leverages volunteer labor (local gardeners, youth crews) for upkeep. Key challenges
here include ensuring ongoing volunteer commitment and coordinating harvests (to avoid overgrown
fruit). Seattle’s programs show that pairing municipal grants with strong community stewardship
(volunteers, giving-garden networks) can sustain edible green infrastructure 5 7 .

Boston, MA - Fowler Clark Epstein Urban Farm

Boston’'s Fowler Clark Epstein (FCE) Urban Farm transforms a former lot into a public urban farm with
integrated rain gardens. Its design diverts ~670,000 gallons/year of runoff through on-site rain gardens
and infiltration beds & . The farm is run by the Urban Farming Institute (UFI) with paid staff and
volunteers tending the gardens. Staff grow fruits, vegetables and maintain edible rain gardens (with
perennial shrubs and trees) while also training new farmers & . This is a professionally-managed model:
paid crews handle seasonal tasks (mulching, pruning, harvesting) and irrigation planning. Funding came
from city and philanthropic partnerships. The FCE example shows sustainable maintenance through
dedicated staff, but it requires significant funding (grants and donations) to pay crew and educators.
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Because it is a centralized site, upkeep is consistent and food safety is monitored, illustrating that job-
creating models (UFI employees, trainees) can sustain large-scale edible rain gardens over time 8 .

Richmond, VA - “East End Edible Rain
Garden” (Alliance for the Chesapeake Bay)

In Richmond's East End, the Alliance for the Chesapeake Bay partnered with CHAT (a youth nonprofit) on an
“Edible Rain Garden” demonstration in 2016 9 . Funded by a ~$180,000 grant from the National Fish &
Wildlife Foundation 9 , the program had youth interns build and plant rain gardens with edible fruit shrubs
and berries. This ties stormwater management to workforce development: the gardens were designed by
experts, but youth summer workers constructed them and learned horticultural skills 9 . Post-installation
maintenance was intended as part of CHAT's job program (i.e. continued involvement of the young
trainees). This model highlights that nonprofit-municipal partnerships and grants can create green jobs.
Key metrics: NFWF grant funding 9 , collaboration with VA Cooperative Extension and Master Gardeners
(design help), and youth apprenticeship as labor. Challenges include ensuring long-term upkeep once the
grant-funded crew rotates out; in practice it relies on CHAT's ongoing programs and volunteers. Food safety
and pests were not detailed in the report, but presumably were managed through plant selection and site
planning (the focus was demonstration and training).

New Haven, CT - Save The Sound Edible Rain
Garden

In 2019 Save The Sound (a nonprofit) built New Haven'’s first edible rain garden at Fair Haven Library (on
Rosette Street) 10 . Volunteers from Save The Sound, the New Haven Land Trust and local high schoolers
installed an 850 ft? rain garden filled with edible natives (e.g. wintergreen, spicebush, chokeberry) to
capture roof runoff 10 ., This project was community-driven: maintenance is performed by nonprofit staff
and library/community volunteers (watering, weeding, harvesting). There was no formal city funding - the
work was done via grants/donations to Save The Sound and volunteer labor. Being a small pilot, its
challenges include dependence on volunteer upkeep and ensuring produce safety. (Notably, unlike
Philadelphia’s official guidance, this edible rain garden is a demonstration; soil contamination risks would
ideally be mitigated by site selection or soil amendments.) Overall, New Haven's example shows that
grassroots projects can create edible rain gardens, but their scalability hinges on sustained community
engagement and supplemental funding.

East Palo Alto, CA - Fresh Approach “Rain Garden
Ambassadors”

In East Palo Alto, nonprofit Fresh Approach (formerly Collective Roots) operates a Rain Garden
Ambassador program 117 . Community members are paid trainees who install and maintain residential rain
gardens and cisterns. The organization partners with Climate Resilient Communities and Grassroots
Ecology to train ambassadors in green infrastructure 11 . This explicitly creates jobs: ambassadors gain
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permaculture and construction skills while being compensated for hands-on work. Maintenance of the rain
gardens is thus built into the program (ambassadors revisit sites to ensure functionality). Funding comes
from local grants and philanthropic sources for urban greening. The chief merit is a built-in workforce: by
hiring locals, the city ensures gardens don't go neglected. Challenges include securing ongoing funding to
keep positions paid and coordinating many small residential projects, but this model offers a blueprint for
scalable, employment-focused maintenance of edible rain gardens 11 .

Lawrence County, PA - Conservation District Edible
Rain Garden

The Lawrence County (PA) Conservation District created an edible rain garden in a community farm garden
serving ~50 families 12 . Using a PA DEP Section 319 grant, staff worked with Tri-County CleanWays and the
neighborhood group to install a garden bed of blueberries, elderberries, and more 12 . This rain garden
captures parking-lot runoff for irrigation. Funding was through a $20,000 state grant 13 . Ongoing
maintenance is carried out by district staff and volunteers from the community garden. As a local-
government-nonprofit partnership, it's a modest-scale model: maintenance responsibility is clearly
assigned to the Conservation District, ensuring professional oversight, while producing food for local
residents. The main challenge is funding continuity beyond the initial grant and managing any pests or
soil contamination - but the project demonstrates that even small rural districts can integrate edible
landscaping into stormwater projects 12 .
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Recommendations for Mobile County: Adopt a mixed model combining municipal funding with
community stewardship. For example, Mobile could use stormwater fees or grants to subsidize
raingardens (as Philadelphia’s RainCheck does) ' , while partnering with local nonprofits or extension
services to engage residents and train workers. Workforce-development approaches - like Richmond's CHAT
or East Palo Alto's Rain Garden Ambassador program - can provide paid local jobs for installation and
upkeep 9 11 . Mobile should also implement safety guidelines (testing soil, discouraging edibles in highly
polluted sites, as Philadelphia advises) 3 . Linking edible rain gardens to educational programs (schools,
community gardens) and workforce training can bolster long-term care. Mobile County's Stormwater
Program might consider offering rebates or credits for community/edible gardens, and securing state/
Federal GI grants. By combining dedicated public funding (utility credits or grants) with sustained nonprofit/
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community involvement and clear maintenance plans, Mobile can build a resilient, edible stormwater
infrastructure network (as shown in Philadelphia, Richmond, Seattle, etc.) that generates local jobs and
community benefits 9 11 .

Sources: City stormwater plans and reports, nonprofit case studies, and technical guidance documents as
cited above (Philadelphia PWD RainCheck Manual 2 3 ; Philadelphia Orchard Project blog 4 1 ; Seattle
RainWise info 6 ; Seattle Dept. of Neighborhoods update 7 5 ; Alliance/CHAT press release 9 ; FCE
Urban Farm case study & ; Save the Sound report 10 ; Fresh Approach blog 1 ; PA Conservation District
news 12),

1 4 Capturing and Conserving Water with Stormwater Catchments and Edible Rain Gardens -
Philadelphia Orchard Project

https://www.phillyorchards.org/2015/11/04/capturing-and-conserving-water-with-stormwater-catchments-and-rain-gardens/

2 3 Raincheck

https://www.pwdraincheck.org/en/stormwater-tools/rain-gardens

5 Beacon Food Forest

https://www.beaconfoodforest.org/

6 Be RainWise - King County, Washington

https://kingcounty.gov/en/dept/dnrp/waste-services/wastewater-treatment/programs/rainwise

7 P-Patch Giving Gardens Donate 42,031 Pounds of Produce to Local Food Distribution and Meal
Programs - Front Porch
https://frontporch.seattle.gov/2025/01/15/p-patch-giving-gardens-donate-42031-pounds-of-produce-to-local-food-distribution-
and-meal-programs/

8 Fowler Clark Epstein Urban Farm in Mattapan, MA

https://www.regenerativedesigngroup.com/projects/fowler-clark-epstein-urban-farm/

9 East End Edible Rain Garden Project - Alliance for the Chesapeake Bay
https://www.allianceforthebay.org/2016/08/east-end-edible-rain-garden-project/

10 Paradise Unpaved—With An Edible Rain Garden | New Haven Independent

https://www.newhavenindependent.org/article/edible_rain_garden_in_fair_haven

11 Soil, Sustainability, and Community - Fresh Approach
https://www.freshapproach.org/soil-sustainability-and-community/

1213 Lawrence County Conservation District Creates Edible Rain Garden » pacd.org
https://pacd.org/?p=20173
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